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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic bill presentment and payment system 
comprising: 

a) an invoice loader receiving billing data and providing batch input of 
billing data to a billing database, the billing data comprising , for each of a plurality of 
bills, an amount due and settlement and payment option s comprising an indication of 
a discounted amount if paid prior to a discount expira tion date: 

b) a) a billing database for storing the billing data; _, tho bi l ling data 

i ncluding data rolatod to a plurality of bi ll c, oaoh roprooont i ng an amount payable to a 
bi l l i ng client from a paying cli e nt; 

c) ___b) an application server: 

I) receiving a plurality of instruction files each representing a 

transaction for at least one of reading and manipulating billing data;.- 

at least one instruction file representing a transac tion for reading 
billing data comprising bills for a particul ar paver client with a defined discount 
expiration date: and 

at least one instruction file representin g a transaction for 
authorizing payment of the discounted a mount on the bills for the particular payer 
client with the defined discount expiration date: 

ii) p erforming each t he-transaction utilizing data included in the 
instruction file, and providing a data response file complying with a predetermined 
wm a t th» response data fi le provided in r^ nnse to receiving a transaction for 
reading billing Hata comprisinn hills for the P illar paver client with the defined, 
Htennunt expiration date incl u Hinn the bills for the particular payer client with the 



PAGE 6/18 " RCVD AT 12/26/2008 3:10:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 0 * DNIS: 2738300 * CSID: 2399363775 * DURATION (mm-ss): 09-58 



03/25/2006 12:35 FAX 2399365775 



1)007 



Serial No.: 09/939,947 

defined discount expiration date ; 

d) o) a presentation server coupled to the application server and 

including a document database; the document database including a plurality of 
document style sheets, each for presenting response data in a predetermined 
document format corresponding to one of the paver c lients, and the presentation 
server receiving the response file and generating a client document utilizing data 
extracted from the response file and the document style sheet corresponding to the 
paver client; 

e) the presentation further: 

i) receiving, from a paver client system, a selection to display 
invoices for the paver client with a defined discount expiration date and providing, to 
the application server, the instruction file representing a transaction for reading billing 
data comprising bills for the particular payer client with the defined discount 
expiration date: 

in receiving the response data file from the application server and 
populating a document style sheet to generate the client document including billing 
data for the bills for the particular paver client with the defined discount expiration 
date; 

iii) receiving, from the paver client system, a selection to authorize 
payment of the discounted amount on the bills for the particular paver client with the 
defined discounted expiration date and providing, to the application server, the 
instruction file for paving the discounted amount on the bills for the particular paver 
client with the defined discount expiration date; 

ft the application server further generating a payment transaction of the 
discounted amount on the bills with the defined discount expiration date and 
manipulating the billing data to reflect settlement of such bills bv payment of the 
discounted amount, 

4 
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2. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 1 , 
wherein the data response file comprises an XML message and wherein the 
presentation server utilizes the content of the XML message to build the client 
document. 

3. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 2, 
wherein the client document is an HTML document 

4. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 2, 
wherein the document style sheet includes a plurality of document fields and the 
presentation server populates each document field by matching data from the data 
response file to populate the document field. 

5. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 4, 
wherein the data response file comprises a plurality of data fields and a plurality of 
predetermined tags, each tag identifying one of the plurality of data fields and 
wherein the presentation server utilizes a tag to identify data for inclusion in the client 
document. 

6. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 5 it 
wherein the client document is an HTML document. 

7. (Currently Amended) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of 
claim 1 , wherein the plurality of bills for a particular paver client wit h a defined 
discount expiration date are bills with a discount expiration date different than an 
invoice due date and the discounted amount is different th an the amount due, style 
o h o ot uti li zed by tho procontation o orvor i c a c tylo shoot acoooiat e d with the bil li ng 
Gl i o nt assoc i at e d with tho transact i on. 

5 
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8. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 7, 
wherein the data response file comprises a plurality of data fields and a plurality of 
predetermined tags, each tag identifying one of the plurality of data fields and 
wherein the presentation server utilizes a tag to identify data for inclusion in the client 
document. 

9. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 8, 
wherein one of the predetermined tags identifies a data field which identifies the 
billing client associated with the transaction and the presentation server utilizes the 
data field which identifies the billing client to select a document format for presenting 
the response data to the client. 

1 0. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 9, 
wherein the client document is an HTML document. 

11. (Currently Amended) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of 
claim 7jh wherein the discount expire* ™ date is a date within one day. 
procontat i on oorvor furthor ro coiv oo transacti o n roquootflloo fr o m caoh of the hi ll er 
tl i uitc an d P T/f i i r ll rnt- r n i , tnr * h n i nr t r " rti " " r " u ln ro c P n n rn th o ™ t o 

12 (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 1 1 , 
wherein the data response file comprises an XML message, wherein the 
presentation server utilizes the content of the XML response message to build the 
client document, and wherein the instruction file is an XML remote processing call. 

13 (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 12, 
wherein the document style sheet includes a plurality of document fields and the 
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presentation server populates each document field by matching data from the data 
response file to populate the document field. 

14. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 1 3, 
wherein the data response file comprises a plurality of data fields and a plurality of 
predetermined tags, each tag identifying one of the plurality of data fields and 
wherein the presentation server utilizes a tag to identify data for inclusion in the client 
document. 

1 5. (Original) The electronic bill presentment and payment system of claim 14, 
wherein the client document is an HTML document. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of providing electronic bill presentment and 
payment services to a p l urality of b i lling c l ionto and a plurality of paying cl i ents , the 
method comprising 

a) receiving an invoice file comprising billing data f rom oaoh of the 
plurality of billing clients and populating a billing database with the billing data^be 
billing data comprising, for each of a plurality of b ills, an amount due and settlement 
and payment options comprising an Indication of a discounted amount if paid prior to 
a discount expiration date: f rom oach i nvoico file, oaoh i nvoioo fito roprocenting 
amountc payab l e to tho b i l l ing oliont from at l oaot ono pay i ng c li ent; 

b) receiving an instruction file from a particular paver client representing a 
transaction for reading, from the billing data base, billing data comprising bills for the 
particular payer client with a defined dis c mint expiration date: at loaot ono of read i n g 
and manipu l ating data i n tho bi l l i ng databas e ; 

c) performing the transaction utilizing data included in the instruction file 
to generate a client response document the client response docume nt comprising 
response data comprising bills for the part i cular naver client with the defined discount 
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ex piration data ; 

d) g o norating roopons e data; an d 

o) prowling a client response document comprising the response data in 
a specified document format corresponding to the payer client: 

a > receiving an instruction file fr om the client representing a transaction for 
authorizing payment of the d a unted amount on the bills for the particular payer 
client with the defined discount ex piration date; 

f) performing the transaction utilizing data included in the instruction file 
to initiate payment of the discounted amount o n the bills for the particular payer client 
with the defined discount e x piration date and manipulating the billing data to reflect 
settlement of such bills bv payment of the discounted amount. 

17. (Original) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and payment 
services of claim 16, wherein the response data is formatted as an XML message 
and wherein the client response document is an HTML document defined by a style 
sheet which includes a plur alit y of docume nt fields populated with response data. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and 
payment services of claim 16.47; wherein the plurality of bills for a particular payer 
client with a defined discount expiration d ate are bills with a discount expiration date 
different than an invoice due date and t h e discounted amount is different than the 
amount due, c poc i fiod document format i s dcftnod by a stylo choot which includes a 
plura l ity of dooumont fio l dc and tho ctop of prov i ding tho c l ient rooponc o docum o nt 
oompr i sos populat i ng each dooumont f i old by matching d ata from tho recponc o data 
to a document fi el d? 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and 
payment services of claim 18, wherein the discount expiration date is a date within 

8 
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one day, r o p ponoo data compr i s e s a plural i ty of data fioldc and o plurality of 
pr e determined tags, o ach tag id e ntifying ono of tho plura l ity of data fie l ds and 
w h o r c in tho c t rp " f r n r ,lnt i rt Cl onrh ^nriimont field compr i sos matching tho f i o l d to a 
tag idont i fy data for ino l uo i on w i thin tho document f i old. 

20. (Canceled) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and payment 
services of claim 16, wherein the specified document format is defined by a style 
sheet which includes a plurality of document fields and the step of providing the 
client response document comprises populating each document field by matching 
data from the response data to a document field. 

21 . (Canceled) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and payment 
services of claim 20, wherein the response data comprises a plurality of data fields 
and a plurality of predetermined tags, each tag identifying one of the plurality of data 
fields and wherein the step of populating each document field comprises matching 
the field to a tag identify data for inclusion within the field. 

22. (Canceled) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and payment 
services of claim 21 , wherein one of the predetermined tags identifies a data field 
which identifies the billing client associated with the transaction bill and the step of 
providing a client response document comprises identifying the billing client and 
selecting a document format associated with the billing client for providing the chert 
response. 

23 (Currently Amended) The method of providing electronic bill presentment and 
payment services of claim JSJW, wherein the response data is formatted as an XML 
message and wherein the client response document is an HTML document jiefined 
hy g «y« Rhfte t wh r* inHMH flS a plurality of document fields populated w.th 
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